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children and then considers various types of backward children. Two 
general classes are distinguished, the permanently retarded and the tem- 
porarily retarded. The former are victims of some deep-seated cause, 
while the latter are suffering from removable defects. More than one- 
half of the book is given to a recital of concrete cases of backwardness 
and the results of treatment, illustrating the effects of adenoids, disease, 
malnutrition, improper home life, bad companions, injurious neighbor- 
hoods, etc., and the methods employed to restore normal conditions. 

This inductive study is followed by a chapter on clinical diagnosis, 
in which such points as oral examination, family history, physical exami- 
nation, and mental tests are described and outlined. The author here 
distinguishes nine grades of feeble-mindedness. 

The part of the teachers in diagnosing the children is presented, 
several concrete cases being used to illustrate more clearly. A final chap- 
ter deals with the essential qualifications of teachers of backward children 
and with the equipment necessary for the proper handling of children in 
the special class or school. 

For the parent and the teacher this book vividly portrays the essen- 
tial facts relating to backwardness and its treatment; for the specialist 
in feeble-mindedness it attempts nothing new, and, accordingly, accom- 
plishes but little. Nevertheless, it is worth while to popularize informa- 
tion on this subject. 

George B. Mangold 

St. Lotos School op Social Economy 



Child-Welfare Work in Pennsylvania. A Co-operative Study of 
Child-Caring Agencies and Institutions. Edited by William 
H. Slingerland, Ph.D. 

A Child-Welfare Symposium. Twenty-five Special Papers Con- 
tributed by Leading Pennsylvanians. Edited by William H. 
Slingerland, Ph.D. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 
1915. Pp. xviii+352; 138. $2.00. 
This book is the outcome of one of the series of social investigations 
undertaken by the Russell Sage Foundation. The study consists largely 
of descriptive material detailing the child-welfare work carried on in 
Pennsylvania by eighty almshouses, fifty-three child-caring agencies, 
that is, children's aid and humane societies, and two hundred and ten 
institutions for children. Among the points covered are capacity and 
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type of institution or agency, amount of investment and cost of work, 
number, kind, and classes of children handled, and causes of dependency 
or delinquency. 

The introductory chapter makes a valuable comparison of the child- 
caring institutions of New York, California, Maryland, and Pennsyl- 
vania. It bristles with constructive criticisms and concludes with a 
helpful program of legislation. 

The body of the book deals with over a dozen types of agencies 
grouped into three general classes, Child-Caring Agencies, Private Insti- 
tutions for Dependents, and Miscellaneous Institutions for Children, the 
last group including agencies for the caring of dependents, delinquents, 
the crippled, and defectives. The mass of tables and statistical matter 
is somewhat enlivened and humanized by numerous apt illustrations 
picturing buildings, equipments, schools, and children. To the Penn- 
sylvania social worker this volume is a valuable compendium or reference 
book — almost a directory. Undoubtedly it was partly to meet this need 
that certain local agencies gave financial and personal assistance to carry 
on the investigation. To the outsider not particularly interested in 
Pennsylvania, this bewildering mass of facts is somewhat confusing, and 
he is tempted to inquire, What is it all for ? This is due principally to 
the purpose of the book which is largely to picture conditions, and not 
especially to determine causes and remedies. The discussion of each 
group of agencies concludes with a summary, and considerable space is 
given to suggestions, but still the reader is not satisfied. He wants to 
know about the comparative effectiveness of institutions for dependents, 
their essential limitations, standards of admission, and of physical and 
medical care; cost of construction, maintenance and care of inmates; 
standards of discipline, control and education; standards of placing out, 
opportunities for placing out, and the standardization of this work; the 
relative efficiency of child-caring agencies, the best methods, etc. 

It may be that the statistics did not lend themselves to such an 
analysis and interpretation as would make satisfactory answers to all of 
these questions possible. Nevertheless, the book has an abundance of 
material and will certainly serve as a basis for the beginning of a consis- 
tent child-welfare program. It demonstrates, furthermore, the need of 
additional studies of child-welfare work. In fact, the editor of the book 
frankly recognizes this need, and in the Supplement has arranged 
for various social workers to indicate and discuss some of the more impor- 
tant ones. 

George B. Mangold 

St. Louis School of Social Economy 



